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MSOURIYOUTH LEADERSHE FORUM

for Students with Disabilities

Sponsored by:
The Governor’s Council on Disability
Missouri Planning Council for Developental Disabilities



ﬁfhat IS the Youth Leadership Forum (YLF)?

= The YLF 1s a unique career leadership
training program for high school juniors
and seniors with disabilities. This
program was first developed by the
California Governor’s Committee for

- Employment of Disabled Persons in 1992.

Office of Disability Employment Policy
forth to replicate this Initiative 1In
| 50 states. The criteria set forth by

Skates have mmplemented Youth Leadership
Eorums.

sagssours held 1t’s first Youth Leadership
g@rFum in 2001.



- The Missouri Governor Council on Disability and the
MEssouri Planning Council for Developmental
Disabilities are the major partners in the Missouri
Youth Leadership Forum (MYLF).

WYLF 1s the only fTorum designed for students with
d[aabilities In Missourl.

iii€ = student delegates participate 1In a statewide
eulipetrtion that seeks students with disabilities who
IRVE exhibited leadership potential.

Sullelehit delegates are equipped with additional training
EREUEgh thelr participation in the four-day forum so
EhEERENEY may become leaders by example when they
REEURRNEC thelr home communities.



Goals of MYLF

Develop leadership skills to ensure that all youth
with disabilities will obtain their full potential.

Bromote inclusion in all aspects of society: nation,
tate, and local levels.

BelbEicipate in policymaking or practices that affect
Yatng people with disabilities.



MYLF Agenda

Leadership Principles and Their Application.
The Disability Experience and Resource Sharing.
Assistive Technology and Resources.

e Development and Achievement of Career Goals and
Rheependent Living.

pEVeloping Advocacy Skills.



Principles of Leadership

Individuals who are leaders typically share the following
characteristics:

Abrlity to set and implement personal goals.

Awareness of own strengths and weaknesses as well as
a knowledge of their personal uniqueness.

Ability to motivate others.
RRitegrity and honesty.
rust

BREECEIvVE decision making ability



Principles of Leadership

Individuals who are leaders typically share the following
characteristics:

Enthusiasm.

Cratical thinking.



Principles of Leadership

Individuals who are leaders typically share the following
characteristics:

Wil lingness to share power.
Determination and perseverance.

pemonstration of personal values through behavior.



:W Principles of Leadership are
~accomplished by student delegates
i participation in:

Small and large group sessions focused on disability
culture, building leadership skills, employment and
developing a plan for their future.

lraining sessions led by speakers who have disabilities and
leaders 1In their communities.




What 1s the Cost?

= There 1s NO COST FOR THE STUDENT
ELEGATE TO ATTEND MYLF!

IS 1S made possible by donations made by
Quolic and private organizations, agencies and
Gitizens.



You Can Help!!!

Help us get the word out to juniors and seniors iIn
high school who have disabilities. Applications are
availlable at:

= Www.gcd.oa.mo.gov

Linda Baker (800) 877-8249, or
cky Davidson (800) 500-7878

ke & tax deductible donation to help students
cimtened the forum. Checks can be made payable to
NERCZMYLE and mailed to:

Governor's Council on Disability
801 West High Street

Inte 250-A, P.O. Box 1668
€fferson City, MO 65102-1668
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